
NATHANIEL 
Hello. 

YVONNE 
Dr. Nathaniel D’schommer.  As pretty in person as on your book.  You know how 
rare that is?  

(She crosses to him.) 

That is you.  Right?   

NATHANIEL 
Yes. 

YVONNE 
Welcome to the Edelstein Bris. 

(He doesn’t react.) 

Little joke.  Yvonne Whittemore.  Lisa’s mother.  I’ll take your coat if you get me a 
drink.  (Pointing to the bar:) It’s right over there. 

(He crosses to the bar.) 

Vodka martini.  On the rocks.  Let’s ignore the vermouth altogether, shall we? 

(She exits with his coat.  He crosses to the bar.) 

NATHANIEL 
There’s no ice. 

YVONNE’S VOICE 
(From offstage:) Improvise. 

(He pours the vodka into a glass.  When Yvonne re-enters, he 
hands it to her.) 

YVONNE 
Just what the doctor ordered. 

(She raises the glass to him.  Then drinks.) 

The Man Who Lived in a Cave.   My book club couldn’t get enough – three whole 
sessions.  I even got to chapter four.  Which is a big compliment.  Huge success.  
For a neurologist.  Neurologist.  That’s it.  Right?   

NATHANIEL 
Yes. 

YVONNE 
So… you know Lisa.   

NATHANIEL 



Yes. 

YVONNE 
She’s never mentioned it to me.  Knowing you.  You being… a friend. 

NATHANIEL 
She hasn’t? 

YVONNE 
No. 

 (Pause.) 

We don’t have to rush to explanations.  I don’t mind suspense. 

(Pause.) 

I’m sure it’s an interesting story.   

NATHANIEL 
She asked me here to celebrate her birthday. 

(Pause.) 

YVONNE 
I guess I’ll have to settle for that.  For the time being. 

(She takes a stiff drink.) 

Your book.  I’ve got some questions.  This man… The one you followed 
around….  

NATHANIEL 
…Peter... 

YVONNE 
So… he has this brain… thing… where he can’t rely on his vision.  Visual 
amnesia.  

NATHANIEL 
(Correcting her:) Agnosia. 

YVONNE 
Imagine waking up every morning and not recognizing your own face in the 
mirror. God knows there are days when I could kill for that.  The part of the book 
where you take him to Disney World?  Hilarious. 

NATHANIEL 
He had a great time… 

YVONNE 



… and really quite tragic.  We keep turning pages...  What ridiculous thing is this 
likeable guy with a brain tumor going to do next?  Like living in a fun house.  But 
when you think about it, it’s really no more than a freak show.  The whole book.  
A cruel joke.  And it’s on him.  How’s he doing? 

NATHANIEL 
It was a degenerative condition.   

YVONNE 
So… 

NATHANIEL 
I was fortunate to have been invited into his world for a few short years. 

YVONNE 
Very fortunate.  National bestseller.  When’s the movie coming out? 

NATHANIEL 
I’m not supposed to talk about that.  

YVONNE 
You’re not here for Lisa.   

NATHANIEL 
Her birthday. 

YVONNE 
You’re here for Georgie. 

(Pause.) 

NATHANIEL 
I met her at the Williams Syndrome camp in the Berkshires last summer.   

YVONNE 
What?  Down Syndrome wasn’t exotic enough? 

NATHANIEL 
From a neurological standpoint… 

YVONNE 
… and with Lisa in the story imagine the advance. 

NATHANIEL 
Georgie was at the piano, improvising tunes the audience...  

YVONNE 
Do you think this particular disability has legs?   

NATHANIEL 



I don’t think of Williams Syndrome as a disability. 

 YVONNE 
A novel idea 

NATHANIEL 
In certain ways Georgie’s gifts surpass her disabilities. 

YVONNE 
Gifts?   

NATHANIEL 
Sunny disposition, outgoing personality, sociable…  

YVONNE 
That social veneer?   Hello, Nonnie. How are you doing this beautiful evening? 
Paper thin and kind of creepy.   

NATHANIEL 
Her musical abilities…  

YVONNE 
You’ve seen the thirty-year-olds who go to that camp.  If that’s Georgie’s future, 
it’s a sad one.  

NATHANIEL 
New gene therapies are being… 

YVONNE 
Fix her, what will become of her gifts? 


